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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF   
CASTLE BROMWICH PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD IN ARDEN HALL ON 

WEDNESDAY 30TH JANUARY 2019 AT 7.30 PM  

 

Those present: 

Chairman: Cllr A Feeney 

Councillors: Cllr J Riordan 
Cllr D Groom    
Cllr J MacDonald 
Cllr E Knibb   
Cllr Mrs J Ward   
Cllr Mrs R Shaikh                 

Cllr K Shaw 
Cllr M Rashid 
Cllr M Strong 
Cllr Mrs P Allen   
Cllr S Beechey                       
 

Officers:  Mrs. D Weir, Acting Clerk to the Council 

                            Mrs Y Smith  
                            6 members of the public   

1. Apologies for absence Schedule 12 LGA 1972.  

RESOLVED: Apologies from Cllr Mrs Haywood accepted for the reasons given.   

2. Declarations of pecuniary or conflict of interests 
Section 94 LGA 1972, s106 Local Government Finance Act 1992 and S.27 Localism Act 

2011.  No interests were declared. 

 

3. Dispensations S.33 Localism Act 2011  

None requested.  

4. Exclusion of the Press and Public   

Members noted that the Parish Council may exercise it’s right to exclude the public 
and press by resolution from a meeting due to the confidential nature to be 
discussed pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act 1960 

5. Minutes of previous Meetings LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1) 

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 19th December 2018 be 
approved subject to amendment  
RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 9th January 
2019 be approved. 
6. Questions from Councillors 
Cllr Riordan referred to the gate on Water Orton Road opening onto Delamare 
Road and the passageway which was full of rubbish and asked for this to be 
cleared on both sides of the gate as it was parish council land. 
Cllr Mrs Allen asked if correspondence had been received from Citizens Advice 
requesting a donation.  Cllr Strong queried the position with regard to the hot water 
boiler at the pavilion as there was no hot water. 
Cllr Shaw advised that when he had attended a recent seminar, other councils did 
not have an agenda item for Questions from the Public, their first item was Public 
Forum.  The Acting Clerk advised this was normal and meant the Chairman did not 
have to close the Meeting for the public to speak.  Members requested for future 
meetings, Public Forum be included on the agenda as the first item prior to the 
meeting commencing. 
Cllr MacDonald raised a question about funds from the former Victory Hall. 
The Chairman closed the meeting for questions from the public. 
7. Questions from the Public. 

A resident from Water Orton Road referred to the service at Arden Hall at a recent 
function when over 1,000 customers attended the production when the bar ran out 
of lager. The number of customers in attendance was queried and it was confirmed 
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this was attendance over a number of evenings.  Another resident advised they 
had taken in their own alcohol.  He was informed this was a breach of the Council’s 
hire regulations.  The Chairman requested a representative of the Bar Management 
Company be invited to attend the Leisure Services Committee Meeting in February. 
The Acting Clerk confirmed that a meeting had been held with the Hall Manager 
and Bar Management Company to discuss various issues which had arisen due to 
lack of information being provided in relation to bar functions and it was understood 
these issues had been resolved.  
A local resident queried the increase in the precept.  He advised he had not been 
able to attend the extraordinary meeting and queried the basis upon which the 
Parish Council had set the precept.  He considered the Council’s Finance 
Committee should discuss all the fiscal issues and set the precept and advised he 
had been told the Parish Council had set the highest precept in the Borough and he 
disagreed with the increase set. The Chairman advised that the increase took into 
account the capital works programme.  The decision had been properly taken by 
the Council, having regard to financial reports and advice.  
The resident was advised that the Council had considered quotations for budgetary 
purposes for health and safety related matters and members when they set the 
precept, had had regard to all the information provided and upon which they based 
their decision.  The resident was concerned that there could be a 10% increase 
again next year.  Cllr MacDonald advised the resident that the Council had not 
increased the precept for a number of years and this had necessitated an increase 
last year due to extensive work required to Arden Hall and also further extensive 
work was required to be undertaken to Arden Hall due to asbestos, together with 
new equipment to be provided for the play area, renovation work to the war 
memorial, tree surgery and ongoing maintenance of the hall and grounds.  A 
resident advised that money had been raised for curtains for the Spencer Lounge, 
but he had been told that there was now a problem with curtains being provided.  A 
discussion ensued regarding the curtains.  The Acting Clerk was asked if she had 
been in touch with the resident regarding his guide dog.  The Acting Clerk advised 
that she had contacted the resident to arrange to discuss such issues. The 
Chairman congratulated the representative from the Theatre Group on the success 
of the Pantomine.  There were no further questions raised and the Chairman 
closed questions from the public. 

8. Communications 
Recent correspondence and bulletins had been circulated, including Borough 
Council Press Releases and WALC/NALC Newsletters.  
9.  West Midlands Combined Authority Proposed transfer of powers and 
responsibilities of the Police & Crime Commissioner to the Mayor of West 
Midlands in May 2020 – Consultation. 
Cllr Knibb advised that he strongly objected to the proposal which he felt was 
political and not in the interests of policing. He had personally responded to the 
online consultation.  Members considered it was difficult for the Parish Council as a 
Body to respond to an online consultation.  Cllr Riordan felt that the Parish Council 
should not get involved in a political issue.  The Chairman asked members if they 
wished the Council to respond based on the information in front of them.  Following 
further consideration and discussion: RESOLVED: that the Parish Council object to 

the principle of the Police & Crime Commissioner role being absorbed in the office 
of the Mayor. 
10.Solihull MBC – Briefing for Election Candidates & Agents  

Members noted details of the briefing session to be held on 5th March in the Civic 
Suite at 6pm.  
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11.Contract Renewal – Peninsula  
Members considered the renewal of a contract for HR advice. 
RESOLVED: that an Extraordinary Meeting be called to consider renewal of the 
contract and quotations received.  
12.Local Authorities (Members’ Allowances) Regulations  
Members considered a policy on allowances, including travelling expenses which 
can be claimed in respect of approved duties having regard to the Parish 
Remuneration Panel Report which set out approved duties for travelling and 
subsistence allowances in accordance with the statutory provisions.  Members 
considered the Parish Remuneration Panel recommendation : 
APPROVED DUTIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF TRAVELLING AND 
SUBSISTENCE ALLOWANCES 

(a) Travel in respect of the attendance at a meeting of the authority or of any 
committee or sub-committee of the authority, or of any other body to which the 
authority makes appointments or nominations, or of any committee or sub-
committee of such a body; 
(b) The attendance at a meeting of any association of authorities of which the 
authority is a member; 
(c) The performance of any duty in pursuance of any standing order made under 
section 135 of the Local Government Act 1972 requiring a member or members to 
be present while tender documents are opened; 
(d) The performance of any duty in connection with the discharge of any function of 
the authority conferred by or under any enactment and empowering or 
requiring the authority to inspect or authorise the inspection of premises; and 
(e) The carrying out of any other duty approved by the authority, or any duty of a 
class so approved, for the purpose of, or in connection with, the discharge of the 
functions of the authority or of any of its committees or sub-committees. 
RESOLVED: the Parish Council adopt the Parish Remuneration Panel Report and 

recommendation as a whole, including travel and subsistence. 
The following item was considered under confidential terms. 
13.Advice on Property Matters  

Members felt that the commercial terms would need to be considered by the Parish 
Council in due course and the continuation arrangements be reconsidered. 
14.Spencer Lounge/Hall  

The Acting Clerk provided an update.  The Borough Council had requested 
confirmation that all gas and electrical certificates were in place and this was duly 
noted by members. 
15.Service Level Agreement   

This item was deferred for further consideration. 
16.Finance and Payments LGA 1972 s150 (5)  

Members noted the latest income and expenditure report, including variances to 
budget and scrutinized the latest bank statements and reconciliations. 
b) Members considered the list of payments and salaries for approval. 
RESOLVED:- that the payments presented be approved. 

c) Members noted and approved purchase of a microwave. 

17.Date for Annual Parish Meeting  
RESOLVED: that the Annual Parish Meeting be held on Tuesday, 30th April 2019. 
18.Training  

Cllr Shaw reported on the recent seminar he had attended.  He advised that not 
enough time had been devoted to the agenda, with too much time devoted to 
questions and a full day had been recommended for future Chairmanship courses.  
Cllr Knibb advised that he would take this up with WALC.  
19.Report of Leisure Services Committee 
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The Minutes of the last meeting had been circulated. 
20.Report of Finance & General Purposes Committee  
The Minutes of the last meeting to be circulated. 
21.Representatives to Outside Bodies  

Cllr Mrs Allen report on recent meetings at Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens and 
issues raised by the planning proposal by Castle Bromwich Hall Hotel.  She had 
contradicted the statement made to her by the owner of the hotel that consent had 
been granted by the Parish Council to allow vehicles to be parked on Bradford 
Gardens. 
22.Report of Officers of the Council  

A copy of the Clerk’s Report had been circulated.  Members noted that if the Parish 
Council require a letter to go to residents with the Council Tax Bills in March 2020 
to all properties in the parish of Castle Bromwich, this would be at a cost of £2,100. 
23. Report of the Chairman 

Non provided. 
 
The Chairman closed the Meeting at 10.00pm. 
 

 


