Castle Bromwich Parish Council
N.B. All Minutes are deemed as draft until formally approved and signed.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE
HELD IN ARDEN HALL, CASTLE BROMWICH
ON WEDNESDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 2010

AT 19.30 HRS
Those present:
Chairman: Cllr M Hayes
Councillors:  Cllr Mrs. P Allen Cllr E Knibb Cllr A Terry
Cllr Mrs. A Haywood
Officers: Mrs. C Tibbles, Clerk to the Council/RFO
Public: 1 member of the public [Items 1-3, 5-part 9 only].
1. Apologies. ACTION

The apologies from Cllr ] Horne-MacDonald, Cllr Mrs. T Knibb, Cllr ] Riordan and Cllr
Mrs. J Smith were noted for the reasons given.

2. Declarations of pecuniary or other interests.
None declared.

3. Minutes of the previous Meeting.

ON THE PROPOSITION of the Chairman, SECONDED by Cllr Mrs. Haywood,
with 4 votes in favour, none against and 1 abstention, IT WAS RESOLVED that the
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesdays, 234 December 2009 and 13% January
2010, having been circulated, be signed as a true and correct record of the meetings.

4. Planning Applications.

The Planning Applications received since the last meeting were considered by the
Committee and the recommendations thereon are set out in the appendix.

5. Residents’ Concerns.

Members noted the circulated information.
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6. Requests for Information.

ON THE PROPOSITION of the Chairman, SECONDED by Cllr Mrs. Allen, IT
WAS RESOLVED that the Cllr Knibb ask Cllr Mrs. Knibb to prioritise in what order | EK
she required the outstanding information so that the Committee could further advise the
Clerk. I'T WAS FURTHER RESOLVED that when members requested information | A!
they stated their reason for the request so that due consideration could be given. ‘
7. Policy on Memorials.

Members noted information on the existing altar style memorial. Cllr Mrs. Haywood
would forward a copy of information about other local authority decisions and the
Chairman felt there would be no definitive answer and that errors should be avoided.
Following discussion, ON THE PROPOSITION of the Chairman, SECONDED by
Cllr Mrs. Haywood, IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that the full council | counci
consider this matter further, with the recommendation of this committee being to | **/2
establish a working party to investigate further the suggestion of Cllr Mrs. Allen on
installing a new memorial headstone to commemorate all fallen heroes since the second
world war, without naming individuals. The Clerk would then write to the family, as
previously agreed, to seck their views on this matter for the working party.

8. Financial Structure.

The Clerk invited members to meet with her and the bookkeeper to improve the
structure of the cost centres prior to installation of the new software in March. The
Chairman welcomed the opportunity to meet the following week.
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9. Standards Committee.

ON THE PROPOSITION of the Chairman, SECONDED by Cllr Terry, I'T WAS
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that the Clerk send a letter to the Standards
Committee expressing the Council’s concern on the consultation prior to their meeting
held on 26t January.

10. Training.

Following consideration, members were asked to specify their workshop preferences.
There were sufficient funds to meet these requests so ON THE PROPOSITION of
the Chairman, SECONDED by Clr Knibb, IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY
RESOLVED that the 5 requests be approved, with Cllr Horne-MacDonald also being
invited to attend and FURTHER RESOLVED that it be compulsory for all new
members to attend induction and Code of Conduct training. In response to Cllr Mrs.
Knibb’s additional request, the Clerk reported that WALC would be providing a July
induction course for new members (details/venue were not yet available) and she would
ask the Borough Council, as the responsible authority, to provide Code of Conduct
training to Cllr Mrs. Knibb. Recent training papers were available and the Clerk was
asked to circulate the planning presentation that she had particularly commended.

11. Payments.

Following resolution of queries from members, ON THE PROPOSITION of the
Chairman, SECONDED by Cllr Mrs. Haywood, IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY
RESOLVED that the payments, as tabled, be approved.

12. Clerk’s Report.

Copies of the draft Youth Council minutes were tabled to inform members of progress
with their plans. The Clerk would be attending a WM Pension Fund seminar shortly and
also an Employers Briefing by HMRC. Following the Chairman and Clerk’s visit to the
Park Hall Awards evening, an invitation to meet had been extended by the Chair of
Governors. Members were asked who the representatives should be and Cllr Hayes and
Cllr Knibb asked to join the Clerk and the Chairman at the meeting when it was
arranged. NALC were consulting member councils about their future development
strategy and business plan. Members asked this be a future agenda item at next Finance
& General Purposes Committee. The Clerk thanked a member who had alerted her to
broken links on the Parish Council website, which were remedied as a result. Additional
meetings and research on new issues for the Council was being conducted by the Clerk.
The new bookkeeper had completed his induction and his assistance proving valuable.
Another office computer had failed several times which had endangered payroll
processing so a replacement machine had been ordered by the Clerk, under delegated
powers, although it was yet to be installed.
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